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2 February 2001

Boat Safety Scheme

List of fail points which qualify for time-limited exemptions

Shown on the following pages are those Boat Safety Scheme (BSS) checklist items for which British Waterways and the Environment Agency will allow a time-limited exemption. If, during a BSS examination, any of the following check list items are registered as a failure, it will still be possible to apply for a British Waterways or the Environment Agency navigation licence during the time-limited exemption period.

British Waterways and the Environment Agency have produced this attached list of time-limited exemptions based on three distinct criteria:  
· Does the fail point constitute a significant risk to other waterway users or is the risk mainly limited to users of the boat?

· Is the risk and/or the existing control measure one which we are prepared to accept as a basis for future discussion?

· Is the fail point likely to be affected by emerging European Standards?

The time-limited exemption period is likely to be in place for six months, concluding before August 2001.  During this time, the views of national user group and boating industry representatives will be sought on this list of mandatory and advisory BSS fail points.  Once agreement is reached this will form the basis of the BSS examination in the future.

The overall Standards of the Boat Safety Scheme have not been reduced or lowered.  They remain the same set of Standards as before.  Boat owners and skippers are reminded that it is their duty and responsibility to ensure the best levels of safety are maintained at all times in relation to their craft, its passengers and other waterway users.

Verification of the mandatory and advisory requirements will continue to be undertaken by means of a full BSS examination.

The time-limited exemptions will be used as the basis for seeking the views of national user group and boating industry representatives.  Boat owners, clubs, societies and associations will be actively encouraged to adopt best practice with regard to safety by applying the advisory items along with full compliance with those requirements that will remain mandatory.

Inclusion of a BSS fail point in this list is not a guarantee that such a fail point will acquire advisory status upon revision of the Scheme after consultation.

The acceptance of these recommendations by British Waterways and the Environment Agency  does not affect other navigation authorities who have adopted the BSS.  It is expected that other navigation authorities will shortly determine their policy in the light of the Review Team’s interim statement.

On the attached sheets are listed the fail points which, for a time-limited period, will be eligible for exemption when obtaining a navigation licence from British Waterways or the Environment Agency.  These are shown for:

private diesel and petrol boats;

private electric powered boats (Section 4);

new private boats (diesel and petrol) and hire boats (diesel and petrol).

Diesel & Petrol boats

Section
Item
Fault Description
Category Fail
Fault




Diesel
Petrol


2.2
Filling pipe
Deck filling connection not outside coaming
Eligible
Eligible
2.2.8

2.3
Deck connections
Not minimising risk of cross contamination
Eligible
Eligible
2.3.1


Deck connections
Not clearly marked ‘Water’
Eligible
Eligible
2.3.7


Deck connections
Not clearly marked ‘Pump Out’
Eligible
Eligible
2.3.8


Deck connections
Not clearly marked ‘Rinse Out’
Eligible
Eligible
2.3.9


Deck connections
Marking not on deck fitting nor immediately beside deck connections
Eligible
Eligible
2.3.10

2.5
Vent pipe
Flame arrester mesh less than 11/linear centimetre
Eligible
Eligible
2.5.4


Vent pipe
Total area of gauze clear openings less than cross section of air pipe
Eligible
Eligible
2.5.5

2.6
Fuel tank
Not as low as practicable
Eligible
Eligible
2.6.2

2.7
Fuel tank
Petrol/paraffin tank of more than 2.5 litres and less than 1 metre from engine/heating appliance and not insulated by an efficient fireproof baffle
Not Applicable
Eligible
2.7.1

Diesel & Petrol boats

Section
Item
Fault Description
Category Fail
Fault




Diesel
Petrol


2.8
Tube sight gauge
Glass/plastic used
Eligible
Not Eligible
2.8.1


Fitted dipstick
Not calibrated
Eligible
Eligible
2.8.3


Dipstick
Can strike bottom of tank
Eligible
Eligible
2.8.5

2.10
Fuel tank
Not effectively bonded to deck filling connection
Eligible
Not Eligible
2.10.1

2.12
Fuel supply lines
Connections not through top or as near as practicable to top of tank
Eligible
Not Eligible
2.12.1


Return fuel line
Connections not through top or as near as practicable to top of tank
Eligible
Not Eligible
2.12.3

2.14
Flexible tubing
Not approved outside the engine compartment
Eligible
Eligible
2.14.1


Flexible tubing
Not of a minimum practicable length
Eligible
Eligible
2.14.3  


Flexible tubing
Bore greater than half its outside diameter
Eligible
Eligible
2.14.4


Flexible tubing
Not of reinforced/fire resisting quality (BS EN ISO 7840/DIN 4798)
Eligible *
Not Eligible
2.14.5  


Fuel Pipe
Connections permanently charged with fuel not efficient screwed/compression/ cone/brazed/flanged joints
Eligible *
Not Eligible
2.15.1  

* Refer to Spill Racks Press Release dated 6 June 2000

Diesel & Petrol boats

Section
Item
Fault Description
Category Fail
Fault




Diesel
Petrol


2.17
Petrol cock
No means of operating main cock from steering position
Not Applicable
Eligible
2.17.6

2.21
Engine
Stop control not located as near to steering position as practicable
Eligible
Eligible
2.21.3

2.24
Silencer
Exhaust noise not effectively suppressed
Eligible
Eligible
2.24.1

2.25
Boiler
No current Pressure System Insurance Policy                      2.25.1 still required
Eligible
Eligible
2.25.2

3.4
Electric cables
PVC cables not run clear of polystyrene insulation
Eligible
Eligible
3.4.5

3.9
Spark ignition & generating systems
Not effectively suppressed against radio and/or TV interference
Eligible
Eligible
3.9.1


Electrical equipment
Not effectively suppressed against radio and/or TV interference
Eligible
Eligible
3.9.2

Electric boats only

Section
Item
Fault Description
Category Fail
Fault




Electric


4.5
Master switch
Not operable from steering position
Eligible
4.5.3

4.7
Charging panel
Charging warning light not fitted
Eligible
4.7.3

4.8
Battery
Exhaust ventilation fan not automatically switched
Eligible
4.8.1

Diesel & Petrol boats

Section
Item
Fault Description
Category Fail
Fault




Diesel
Petrol


5.1
Deck connections
Not minimising risk of cross-contamination
Eligible
Eligible
5.1.1


Deck connections
Not clearly marked ‘Water’
Eligible
Eligible
5.1.7


Deck connections
Not clearly marked ‘Pump Out’
Eligible
Eligible
5.1.8


Deck connections
Not clearly marked ‘Rinse Out’
Eligible
Eligible
5.1.9


Deck connections
Marking not on deck fitting nor immediately beside deck connections
Eligible
Eligible
5.1.10

5.7
Exhaust noise
Not effectively suppressed
Eligible
Eligible
5.7.1

5.8
Portable diesel generators with integral tanks
Not stowed in accordance with 7.2 and 7.3 of these Standards
Eligible
Eligible
5.8.2


Portable diesel generators
Not stored securely
Eligible
Eligible
5.8.3


Portable diesel engines
Not stored securely
Eligible
Eligible
5.8.4

6.1
Portable fire extinguisher
Not capable of discharge into engine space without fully opening primary access
Eligible
Eligible
6.1.9

Diesel & Petrol boats

Section
Item
Fault Description
Category Fail
Fault




Diesel
Petrol


6.2
Fire extinguisher fixed system
Remote release device not readily accessible from outside risk space
Eligible
Eligible
6.2.1

6.4
Exposed GRP
Fire retardant does not comply with 

Class 2 BS 476 Part 7
Eligible
Eligible
6.4.1

6.5
Thermal insulation
Does not comply with Type A BS 3837 Part 1
Eligible
Eligible
6.5.1

6.6
Soft furnishings/ Fabrics/Foam material
Not of suitable fire resistant/non-toxic material
Eligible
Eligible
6.6.1


Upholstery fabric
Not to test Standards of BS EN 1021 Parts 1 and 2
Eligible
Eligible
6.6.2

6.7
Means of escape
No two means of escape from accommodation area
Eligible
Eligible
6.7.1


Means of escape
Opening not of minimum dimensions
Eligible
Eligible
6.7.2

7.3
Stowage of LPG cylinders
Cylinders, cylinder locker or housing forms an obstruction
Eligible only for privately-owned boats
Eligible only for privately-owned boats
7.3.3

Diesel & Petrol boats

Section
Item
Fault Description
Category Fail
Fault




Diesel
Petrol


8.2
LPG appliance
Non-cooking appliance not room sealed

(post 2 January 2000)
Eligible only for privately-owned boats
Eligible only for privately-owned boats
8.2.1  **


Use of non-room sealed appliance
Non-room sealed, non-cooking appliance installed after the date specified
Eligible only for privately-owned boats
Eligible only for privately-owned boats
8.2.2 (a)  **


Modifications or additions
Modifications or additions made after the date specified not in accordance with appliance manufacturer’s recommendations
Eligible only for privately-owned boats
Eligible only for privately-owned boats
8.2.2 (b)  


Flue
Does not ensure safe transfer of gases to outside of vessel
Eligible only for privately-owned boats
Eligible only for privately-owned boats
8.2.2 (k)  **


Test fitting
No test fitting on appliance (post 2 January 2000)
Eligible only for privately-owned boats
Eligible only for privately-owned boats
8.2.3

8.4
Gimballed cooking appliance
Not secure at all angles of heel
Eligible only for privately-owned boats
Eligible only for privately-owned boats
8.4.1


Materials in vicinity of cooking appliance
Combustible and not protected as specified
Eligible only for privately-owned boats
Eligible only for privately-owned boats
8.4.2

**  This time-limited exemption applies only to LPG instantaneous water heaters.  This exemption is not to apply to any other LPG appliance.

Diesel & Petrol boats

Section
Item
Fault Description
Category Fail
Fault




Diesel
Petrol


8.4
Combustible & unprotected materials
Distance from cooking appliance not as specified (post 2 January 2000)
Eligible only for privately-owned boats
Eligible only for privately-owned boats
8.4.3


Curtains
Located within 600mm of cooking appliance (post 2 January 2000)
Eligible only for privately-owned boats
Eligible only for privately-owned boats
8.4.5

8.5
Flame supervision device
Not fitted to appliance burners, ignition burners and pilot lights (post 2 Jan 2000)
Eligible only for privately-owned boats
Eligible only for privately-owned boats
8.5.1

8.6
Water inlet to instantaneous water heater
Not piped directly from cold water supply
Eligible only for privately-owned boats
Eligible only for privately-owned boats
8.6.1

8.7
Fuel oil appliance
Shut-off valve/cock not within same compartment
Eligible only for privately-owned boats
Eligible only for privately-owned boats
8.7.3

9.1
Sanitation system
Sanitary system does not comply with

BS MA 101
Eligible
Eligible
9.1.2

New boats (diesel and petrol) and hire boats (diesel and petrol)

Section
Item
Fault Description
Category Fail
Fault




New boats
Hire boats


10.1
Lifebuoy
Not provided
Eligible
Not Eligible
10.1.1


Lifebuoy
Not carried in a readily accessible position
Eligible
Not Eligible
10.1.2

10.2
Hand / guard rails
Not fitted
Eligible
Not Eligible
10.2.1


Hand / guard rails
Not of adequate strength
Eligible
Not Eligible
10.2.2


Hand / guard rails
Not of adequate strength
Eligible
Not Eligible
10.2.3

10.5
Ventilation Labels
Not fitted
Eligible
Not Eligible
10.5.1


Ventilation Labels
Not prominently displayed
Eligible
Not Eligible
10.5.2

10.6
Glass
Not to BS 952 Part 1
Eligible
Not Eligible
10.6.1


Acrylic / Polycarbonate Material
Not of suitable material
Eligible
Not Eligible
10.6.2

Boat owners should refer to the published BSS checklist for the complete list of BSS fault items. Technical advice regarding compliance with BSS Standards can be obtained by contacting:

 Tel: 01923 201278 




Boatsafetyscheme@dial.pipex.com
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