The Boat Safety Scheme Consultation On

Time Limited Exemptions

Summer 2001

Introduction

British Waterways and the Environment Agency, on accepting the BSS Review Team recommendation to make only those Check List items that represent either essential safety requirements or protect against environmental pollution Mandatory for privately-owned boats, published a sub-set of the Boat Safety Scheme (BSS) Check List items in February 2001.  

This list, commonly referred to as the ‘Time Limited Exemptions’ (TLEs), comprised those Check List items that the Scheme’s co-owners believed did not represent the Review Team’s criteria for Mandatory status.  It was produced from initial analysis of each BSS Check List item, and enabled the Scheme to continue to operate without prejudice to boat owners who were booking an examination during 2001. 

Once the list was published, British Waterways and the Environment Agency set about thoroughly reviewing all BSS Check List items against the Review Team’s criteria.  To aid this process and the eventual publication of final sets of Mandatory and Advisory Check List items, a major consultation process was undertaken involving individual boaters, boating user groups, trade and professional bodies and other organisations with an interest in the Boat Safety Scheme.

This document shows the results of the consultation undertaken with individual boaters.

Methodology

In June 2001 British Waterways and the Environment Agency invited all current licence holders

of powered craft (approximately 36,000) to take part in the consultation.  Between July and September over 4,000 forms were issued either by post or accessed on the web.  An additional 300 forms were sent proactively to key contacts at each stakeholder/user group base.

The survey was based on a self completion questionnaire.  1,732 respondents completed the survey by post and 215 respondents completed the form on-line.  A total sample of 1947 was achieved.  At the 95% confidence level the results in this report will be accurate to within +/- 2.2%.

Profile of Respondents

The majority of respondents were private boat owners (98 %).  Most boats were powered by diesel engines (76%) , around 20% powered by petrol engines, and a small minority were electric propelled boats.  Licences held were mainly British Waterways (70%), some Environment Agency boaters (23%) and around 5% held were Gold licences, the joint BW/EA licence.
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Specific Consultation Findings

The questionnaire was presented in a simple format.  Listed on the form was the BSS Section, Item, Fault Description and an Explanation of the Check List item.  The explanation took the form of a  simple question starting “Should it be Mandatory …..?”  The question was answered by the respondent with a simple Yes or No.  The percentages also show an “Unknown” -  this is where a particular question has been left blank.  This could be for or a number of reasons including the respondent was not sure of their answer, the respondent not feeling they had the knowledge to answer or the respondents did not wish to answer.

BSS Section 2 – Inboard Engines

BSS Section:

2.2.8

Item: 


Filling Pipe

Fault Description: 
Deck filling connection not outside coaming

Question asked:
Should it be Mandatory that a craft is constructed to prevent any fuel spilling into the bilges?

Yes:


73.5%

No:


23.5%

Unknown:

3%
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Finding:
The majority of respondents think this point should be Mandatory.  The split between licence type is fairly similar as with Engine Type.

BSS Section: 

2.3.1

Item: 


Deck Connections

Fault Description: 
Not minimising risk of cross contamination

Question asked:
Should it be Mandatory that a craft’s filling connections, such as for water and petrol/diesel, are located at least 250mm apart, or that other arrangements are made to prevent cross contamination?

Yes:    
61%

No:     
38%

Unknown:
1%
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Finding:
The majority of respondents think this point should be Mandatory.  The split between licence type is fairly similar as with Engine Type.

BSS Section: 
2.3.7

Item: 


Deck Connections


Fault Description: 
Not clearly marked “water”

Question asked:
Should it be Mandatory that deck connections used for filling water tanks are marked “water” to prevent accidental contamination?

Yes:    
73%

No:     
26%

Unknown:
1%
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Finding:
The majority of respondents think this point should be Mandatory.  The split between licence type is fairly similar as with Engine Type.

BSS Section: 

2.3.8

Item: 


Deck Connections


Fault Description: 
Not clearly marked “pump out”

Question asked:
Should it be Mandatory that deck connections used for pump outs are marked “pump out” to prevent accidental contamination?

Yes:    
72%

No:     
27%

Unknown:
1%
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Finding:
The majority of respondents think this point should be Mandatory.  The split between licence type is fairly similar as with Engine Type.
BSS Section: 

2.3.9

Item: 


Deck Connections


Fault Description: 
Not clearly marked “rinse out”

Question asked:
Should it be Mandatory that deck connections used for rinse outs are marked “rinse out” to prevent accidental contamination?

Yes:    
67%

No:     
31%

Unknown:
2%
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Finding:
The majority of respondents think this point should be Mandatory.  The split between licence type is fairly similar as with Engine Type.
BSS Section: 

2.3.10

Item: 


Deck Connections


Fault Description: 
Marking not on deck fitting nor immediately beside deck connections

Question asked:
Should it be Mandatory for all other deck connections to be clearly marked with its purpose?
Yes:    
57%

No:     
41%

Unknown:
2%
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Finding:
Respondents are split more evenly here on whether this point should be Mandatory.  The split between licence type is fairly similar as with Engine Type.
BSS Section: 

2.5.4

Item: 


Vent Pipe

Fault Description: 
Flame arrester mesh less than 11 in number to the centimetre

Question asked:
Should the specification of this method of constructing a flame arrester be Mandatory? (Flame arresters will remain Mandatory)
Yes:    
48%

No:     
43%

Unknown:
9%
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Finding:
Respondents are split more evenly here on whether this point should be Mandatory.  The split between licence type is fairly similar as with Engine Type.
BSS Section: 

2.5.5

Item: 


Vent Pipe

Fault Description: 
Total area of gauze clear openings less than cross section of air pipe

Question asked:
Should the specification of this method of constructing a flame arrester be Mandatory? (Flame arresters will remain Mandatory)

Yes:    
45%

No:     
45%

Unknown:
10%
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Finding:
Respondents are split very evenly here on whether this point should be Mandatory.  The split between licence type is fairly similar as with Engine Type.
BSS Section: 

2.6.2

Item: 


Fuel Tank

Fault Description: 
Not as low as practicable

Question asked:
Should it be Mandatory that a fuel tank is positioned as low as possible in the vessel to increase overall stability?
Yes:    
30%

No:     
67%

Unknown:
3%
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Finding:
The majority of respondents do not think this point should be Mandatory.  The split between licence type is fairly similar as with Engine Type.
BSS Section: 

2.7.1

Item: 


Fuel Tank

Fault Description: 
Petrol/paraffin tank of more than 2.5 litres and less than 1 metre from engine/heating appliance and not insulated by an efficient fireproof battle

Question asked:
(Petrol powered craft only) Should it be Mandatory for an effective method of fire proofing to be present to reduce the risk of fire an explosion in this type of situation?
Yes:    
76%

No:     
15%

Unknown:
9%
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Finding:
The majority of respondents think this point should be Mandatory.  A lesser proportion of petrol powered craft owners feel it should be Mandatory. 
BSS Section: 

2.8.1

Item: 


Tube sight gauge

Fault Description: 
Glass/plastic used

Question asked:
(Diesel powered craft only) Should it be Mandatory for fuel sight gauges to be so constructed that any potential risk of leakage resulting from damage to the device is prevented?
Yes:    
55%

No:     
41%

Unknown:
4%
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Finding:
Respondents are split fairly evenly here on whether this point should be Mandatory.  The split between licence type is fairly similar as with Engine Type.

BSS Section: 

2.8.3

Item: 


Fitted dipstick

Fault Description: 
Not calibrated

Question asked:
Should it be Mandatory that a dipstick for measuring fuel in a holding tank is marked to show the level of fuel remaining?

Yes:    
16%

No:     
83%

Unknown:
1%
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Finding:
The majority of respondents do not think this point should be Mandatory.  A greater proportion of Diesel powered craft owners do not think it should be Mandatory.
BSS Section: 

2.8.5

Item: 


Dipstick


Fault Description: 
Can strike bottom of tank

Question asked:
Should it be Mandatory that a dipstick is designed to prevent it from striking the bottom of a fuel tank and therefore introducing the possibility of fuel tank fracture?

Yes:    
38%

No:     
60%

Unknown:
2%
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Finding:
The majority of respondents do not feel this point should be Mandatory.  A greater proportion of Diesel powered craft owners do not feel it should be Mandatory. 

BSS Section: 

2.10.1

Item: 


Fuel Tank


Fault Description: 
Not effectively bonded to deck filling connection

Question asked:
(Diesel powered craft only) Should it be Mandatory that the diesel filling connection is electrically bonded to earth to prevent the risk of a spark igniting fuel vapour?
Yes:    
41%

No:     
54%

Unknown:
5%
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Finding:
Respondents are split very evenly here on whether this point should be Mandatory.  Diesel powered craft owners generally do not feel it should be Mandatory, whereas petrol powered craft owners do feel it should be Mandatory.
BSS Section: 

2.12.1

Item: 


Fuel supply lines


Fault Description: 
Connections not through top or as near as practicable to top of tank


Question asked:
(Diesel powered craft only) Should it be Mandatory that, in the event of a fuel pipe fracture, risks of discharging the contents of the fuel tank into the craft are reduced?

Yes:    
57%

No:     
39%

Unknown:
4%
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Finding:
The majority of respondents think this point should be Mandatory.  A greater proportion of petrol powered craft owners feel it should be Mandatory.
BSS Section: 

2.12.3

Item: 


Return fuel line


Fault Description: 
Connection not through top or as near as practicable to top of tank

Question asked:
(Diesel powered craft only) Should it be Mandatory that, in the event of a fuel pipe fracture, risks discharging the contents of the fuel tank into the craft are reduced?

Yes:


57%

No:


37%

Unknown:
6%
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Finding:
The majority of respondents think this point should be Mandatory.  A greater proportion of diesel powered craft owners do not feel it should be Mandatory.
BSS Section: 

2.14.1

Item: 


Flexible tubing


Fault Description: 
Not approved outside engine compartment

Question asked:
The Recreational Craft Directive has now allowed the use of appropriate flexible diesel fuel pipe outside the engine compartment.

Yes:


N/A

No:




Unknown:


BSS Section: 

2.14.3

Item: 


Flexible tubing


Fault Description: 
Not of a minimum practicable length

Question asked:
The Recreational Craft Directive has now allowed the use of appropriate flexible diesel fuel pipe outside the engine compartment.

Yes:


N/A

No:


Unknown:


BSS Section: 

2.14.4

Item: 


Flexible tubing


Fault Description: 
Bore greater than half its outside diameter

Question asked:
Should pipe wall thickness be specified in order to provide the pipe with adequate strength and fire resistance qualities?

Yes:


56%

No:


39%

Unknown:
5%
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Finding:
Respondents are split very evenly here on whether this point should be Mandatory.  A greater proportion of Diesel powered craft owners do not feel it should be Mandatory. 
BSS Section: 

2.14.5

Item: 


Flexible tubing


Fault Description: 
Not reinforced/fire resistant quality (BS EN ISO 7840/DIN 4798)

Question asked:
(Diesel powered craft only) Should the international standard for pipe construction be Mandatory?

Yes:


62%

No:


32%

Unknown:
6%
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Finding:
The majority of respondents think this point should be Mandatory.
BSS Section: 

2.15.1

Item: 


Fuel pipe


Fault Description: 
Connections permanently charged with fuel, not efficient screwed/compression/cone/brazed/flanged joints

Question asked:
(Diesel powered craft only)  The Recreational Craft Directive has now allowed the use of appropriate clamps to secure hoses.

Yes:


N/A

No:


Unknown:


BSS Section: 

2.17.6

Item: 


Petrol cock

Fault Description: 
No means of operating main cock from steering position

Question asked:
(Petrol powered craft only) Should it be Mandatory that petrol fuel lines can also be isolated from the steering position in the event of an emergency?

Yes:


52%

No:


38%

Unknown:
10%
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Finding:
The majority of respondents think this point should be Mandatory.  Diesel powered craft owners feel it should be Mandatory, whereas Petrol powered craft do not feel it should be Mandatory.
BSS Section: 

2.21.3

Item: 


Engine

Fault Description: 
Stop control not located as near to steering position as practicable

Question asked:
Should it be Mandatory for the helmsman to be able to stop the engine from steering position of the craft?

Yes:


75%

No:


23%

Unknown:
2%
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Finding:
The majority of respondents think this point should be Mandatory.  
BSS Section: 

2.24.1

Item: 


Silencer


Fault Description: 
Exhaust noise not effectively suppressed

Question asked:
Should it be Mandatory for exhaust noise to be suppressed to a certain decibel limit?

Yes:


54%

No:


44%

Unknown:
2%
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Finding:
Respondents are split very evenly here on whether this point should be Mandatory.  A greater proportion of Petrol powered craft owners feel it should be Mandatory. 
BSS Section: 

2.25.2

Item: 


Boiler



Fault Description: 
No current Pressure System Insurance Policy 2.25.1 still required

Question asked:
Should it be Mandatory for a craft’s boiler system to carry a valid Third Part Insurance Policy to cover the owner against liabilities arising from an explosion and/or other risks?

Yes:


59%

No:


35%

Unknown:
6%
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Finding:

The majority of respondents think this point should be Mandatory.
BSS Section 3 – Electrical Installation

BSS Section: 

3.4.5

Item: 


Electric Cables

Fault Description: 
PVC cables not run clear of polystyrene insulation

Question asked:
Should it be Mandatory for a craft’s wiring system to be so designed as to prevent damage to cable sheaths caused by adverse reactions from conflicting materials?

Yes:


53%

No:


44%

Unknown:
3%
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Finding:
Respondents are split very evenly here on whether this point should be Mandatory.  A greater proportion of BW licence holders feel it should be Mandatory. 
BSS Section: 

3.9.1

Item: 


Spark ignition & generating systems


Fault Description: 
Not effectively suppressed against radio and/or TV interference

Question asked:
Should it be Mandatory for a craft’s electrical systems to be constructed so that they do not cause interference with other craft’s radio and/or TV systems?

Yes:


51%

No:


48%

Unknown:
1%
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Finding:
Respondents are split very evenly here on whether this point should be Mandatory
BSS Section: 

3.9.2

Item: 


Electrical equipment

Fault Description: 
Not effectively suppressed against radio and/or TV interference

Question asked:
Should it be Mandatory for a craft’s electrical systems to be constructed so that they do not cause interference with other craft’s radio and/or TV systems?

Yes:


49%

No:


49%

Unknown:
2%
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Finding:
Respondents are split very evenly here on whether this point should be Mandatory.  A greater proportion of BW licence holders feel it should be Mandatory.
BSS Section: 

4.5.3

Item: 


Master switch

Fault Description: 
Not operable from steering position

Question asked:
(Electric Boats Only) Should it be Mandatory for a skipper at their steering position to be able to isolate the propulsion motor from the craft’s batteries in the vent of an emergency?

Yes:


67%

No:


19%

Unknown:
14%
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Finding:
The majority of respondents think this point should be Mandatory.  A greater proportion of Diesel powered craft owners feel it should be Mandatory, as do BW licence holders.
BSS Section: 

4.7.3

Item: 


Charging panel 


Fault Description: 
Charging warning light not fitted

Question asked:
(Electric Boats Only) Should it be Mandatory that an indicator is provided warning that battery charging is in progress?

Yes:


40%

No:


45%

Unknown:
15%
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Finding:
Respondents are split very evenly here on whether this point should be Mandatory.  
BSS Section: 

4.8.1

Item: 


Battery 


Fault Description: 
Exhaust ventilation fan not automatically switched

Question asked:
(Electric Boats Only) Should it be Mandatory for an exhaust fan to be fitted which automatically runs to prevent the build up of explosive hydrogen gas?

Yes:


63%

No:


22%

Unknown:
15%
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Finding:
The majority of respondents feel this point should be Mandatory.
BSS Section 5 – Outboard & Portable Engines

BSS Section: 

5.1.1

Item: 


Deck Connections 


Fault Description: 
Not minimising risk of cross contamination

Question asked:
(Outboard & Portable-Engined Boats Only) Should it be Mandatory that a craft’s filling connection, such as water and petrol/diesel, are located at least 250mm apart, or that other arrangements are made to prevent cross contamination?

Yes:


51%

No:


39%

Unknown:
10%
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Finding:
Respondents are split fairly evenly here on whether this point should be Mandatory.  
BSS Section: 

5.1.7

Item: 


Deck Connections 


Fault Description: 
Not clearly marked “water”

Question asked:
(Outboard & Portable-Engined Boats Only) Should it be Mandatory that deck connections used for filling water tanks are marked “water” to prevent accidental contamination?

Yes:


61.5%

No:


28.5%

Unknown:
10%
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Finding:
The majority of respondents feel this point should be Mandatory.
BSS Section: 

5.1.8

Item: 


Deck Connections 


Fault Description: 
Not clearly marked “Pump Out”

Question asked:
(Outboard & Portable-Engined Boats Only) Should it be Mandatory that deck connections used for pump outs are marked “pump out” to prevent accidental contamination?

Yes:


61%

No:


29%

Unknown:
10%
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Finding:

The majority of respondents feel this point should be Mandatory.
BSS Section: 

5.1.9

Item: 


Deck Connections 


Fault Description: 
Not clearly marked “Rinse Out”

Question asked:
(Outboard & Portable-Engined Boats Only) Should it be Mandatory that deck connections used for rinse outs are marked “rinse out” to prevent accidental contamination?

Yes:


58%

No:


32%

Unknown:
10%
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Finding:

The majority of respondents feel this point should be Mandatory.
BSS Section: 

5.1.10

Item: 


Deck Connections 


Fault Description: 
Marking not on deck fitting nor immediately beside deck connections

Question asked:
(Outboard & Portable-Engined Boats Only) Should it be Mandatory for all other deck connections to be marked with its purpose?

Yes:


51%

No:


39%

Unknown:
10%

[image: image65.wmf]Engine Type

Petrol

Electric

Diesel

Count

800

600

400

200

0

Q5.1.10

No

Yes

 [image: image66.wmf]Licence Type

Gold

EA

BW

Count

800

600

400

200

0

Q5.1.10

No

Yes


Finding:
Respondents are split fairly evenly here on whether this point should be Mandatory.
BSS Section: 

5.7.1

Item: 


Exhaust noise

Fault Description: 
Not effectively suppressed

Question asked:
(Outboard & Portable-Engined Boats Only) Should it be Mandatory for exhaust noise to be suppressed to a certain decibel limit?

Yes:


52%

No:


38%

Unknown:
10%
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Finding:
Respondents are split fairly evenly here on whether this point should be Mandatory.
BSS Section: 

5.8.2

Item: 


Portable diesel generators with integral tanks

Fault Description: 
Not stowed in accordance with 7.2 and 7.3 of these standards

Question asked:
(Outboard & Portable-Engined Boats Only) Should it be Mandatory that portable diesel generators should be stowed in a similar manner to gas bottles in order that any fuel leaks are discharged overboard and not within the confines of the craft?

Yes:


40%

No:


49%

Unknown:
11%
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Finding:
Respondents are split fairly evenly here on whether this point should be Mandatory.  Generally Diesel powered craft owners do not feel it should be Mandatory, Petrol powered craft owners feel it should.
BSS Section: 

5.8.3

Item: 


Portable diesel generators 


Fault Description: 
Not stored securely

Question asked:
(Outboard & Portable-Engined Boats Only) Should it be Mandatory for portable diesel generators to be stored securely to prevent damage in the event that they may break loose?

Yes:


46%

No:


44%

Unknown:
10%
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Finding:
Respondents are split fairly evenly here on whether this point should be Mandatory.
BSS Section: 

5.8.4

Item: 


Portable diesel engines

Fault Description: 
Not stored securely

Question asked:
(Outboard & Portable-Engined Boats Only) Should it be Mandatory for portable diesel engines to be stored securely to prevent damage in the event that they may break loose?

Yes:


46%

No:


43%

Unknown:
11%
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Finding:
Respondents are split fairly evenly here on whether this point should be Mandatory.
BSS Section 6 – Fire Prevention & Extinguishing Equipment

BSS Section: 

6.1.9

Item: 


Portable fire extinguisher 


Fault Description: 
Not capable of discharge into engine space without fully opening primary access

Question asked:
Should it be Mandatory that an engine compartment is constructed in a  way to allow a fire extinguisher to be discharged into the space without the need to fully open the primary access which may contribute to the risk of fire?

Yes:


42%

No:


55%


Unknown:
3%
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Finding:
Respondents are split fairly evenly here on whether this point should be Mandatory.  Diesel powered craft owners do not feel it should be Mandatory, whereas Petrol powered craft owners feel it should be Mandatory.
BSS Section: 

6.2.1

Item: 


Fire extinguisher fixed system 


Fault Description: 
Remote release device not readily accessible from outside the risk space

Question asked:
Should it be Mandatory for devices controlling fire extinguisher systems to be accessible in areas remote from any area of risk?

Yes:


46%

No:


50%

Unknown:
4%
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Finding:
Respondents are split fairly evenly here on whether this point should be Mandatory.  Diesel powered craft owners do not feel it should be Mandatory whereas Petrol powered craft owners feel it should.
BSS Section: 

6.4.1

Item: 


Exposed GRP 


Fault Description: 
Fire retardant does not comply with Class 2 BS 476 Part 7

Question asked:
Should it be Mandatory to use fire retardant treatment on GRP in areas where there is a risk of heat causing fire?

Yes:


60%

No:


35%

Unknown:
5%
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Finding:
The majority of respondents feel this point should be Mandatory.  A greater proportion of BW licence holders feel it should be Mandatory.
BSS Section: 

6.5.1

Item: 


Thermal insulation 


Fault Description: 
Does not comply with Type A BS 3837 Part 1

Question asked:
Should it be Mandatory for craft manufactured after 16 June 1998 to meet with these requirements for insulation?

Yes:


44%

No:


52%

Unknown:
4%
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Finding:
Respondents are split fairly evenly here on whether this point should be Mandatory.  Diesel powered craft owners do not feel it should be Mandatory whereas Petrol powered craft owners feel it should.
BSS Section: 

6.6.1

Item: 


Soft Furnishings/Fabrics/Foam material 


Fault Description: 
Not of a suitable fire resistant/non-toxic material

Question asked:
Should it be Mandatory for craft manufactured after 16 June 1998 to meet with the regulations governing fire resistance in soft furnishings such as upholstery?

Yes:


71%

No:


28%

Unknown:
1%

[image: image83.wmf]Engine Type

Petrol

Electric

Diesel

Count

1200

1000

800

600

400

200

0

Q6.6.1

No

Yes

 [image: image84.wmf]Licence Type

Gold

EA

BW

Count

1200

1000

800

600

400

200

0

Q6.6.1

No

Yes


Finding:
The majority of respondents feel this point should be Mandatory.  
BSS Section: 

6.6.2

Item: 


Upholstery Fabric

Fault Description: 
Not to test Standards of BS EN 1021 Parts 1 and 2

Question asked:
Should it be Mandatory for craft manufactured after 16 June 1998 to meet with the regulations governing fire resistance in soft furnishings such as upholstery?

Yes:


69%

No:


29%

Unknown:
2%
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Finding:
The majority of respondents feel this point should be Mandatory.  A lesser proportion of Diesel powered craft owners do not feel it should be Mandatory.
BSS Section: 

6.7.1

Item: 


Means of escape

Fault Description: 
No two means of escape from accommodation area

Question asked:
Should it be Mandatory for craft manufactured after 16 June 1998 to have two means of escape in the event of an emergency within the enclosed accommodation area?

Yes:


75%

No:


23%

Unknown:
2%
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Finding:
The majority of respondents feel this point should be Mandatory.
BSS Section: 

6.7.2

Item: 


Means of escape

Fault Description: 
Opening not of minimum dimensions

Question asked:
Should it be Mandatory for craft manufactured after 16 June 1998 to have means of escape of suitable dimensions in the event of an emergency within the enclosed accommodation area?

Yes:


77.5%

No:


20.5%

Unknown:
2%
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Finding:

The majority of respondents feel this point should be Mandatory.
BSS Section: 

7.3.3

Item: 


Stowage of LPG cylinders

Fault Description: 
Cylinders, cylinder locker or housing forms an obstruction

Question asked:
(Privately owned boats only) Should it be Mandatory that the stowage of gas cylinders and associated items be so that no obstruction can be caused in the event of normal operation or evacuation?

Yes:


71%

No:


27%

Unknown:
2%
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Finding:

The majority of respondents feel this point should be Mandatory.
BSS Section 8 – Appliances, Flueing and Ventilation

BSS Section: 

8.2.1

Item: 


LPG appliance

Fault Description: 
Non-cooking appliance not room sealed (post 2nd January 2000)

Question asked:
(Privately owned boats only) Should it be Mandatory for replacements to existing no-room sealed appliances to be room sealed to minimise any risk of noxious fumes building up within the accommodation area?

Yes:


41%

No:


55%

Unknown:
4%
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Finding:
Respondents are split fairly evenly here on whether this point should be Mandatory.  Diesel powered craft owners do not feel it should be Mandatory whereas Petrol powered craft owners feel it should.
BSS Section: 

8.2.2(a)

Item: 


Use of non-room sealed appliance

Fault Description: 
Non-room sealed, non cooking appliance installed after the date specified

Question asked:
(Privately owned boats only) Should it be Mandatory for room sealed appliances to be installed in craft built after 3rd January 2000 to reduce the risk of noxious fumes building up within the accommodation area?

Yes:


55%

No:


41%

Unknown:
4%
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Finding:
Respondents are split fairly evenly here on whether this point should be Mandatory.
BSS Section: 

8.2.2(b)

Item: 


Modifications or additions 

Fault Description: 
Modifications or additions made after the date specified not in accordance with manufacturer’s recommendations

Question asked:
(Privately owned boats only) Should it be Mandatory that modifications and additions made after the 3rd January 2000 should only be in accordance with manufacturer’s specification?

Yes:


52%

No:


45%

Unknown:
3%
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Finding:
Respondents are split fairly evenly here on whether this point should be Mandatory.  
BSS Section: 

8.2.2(k)

Item: 


Flue

Fault Description: 
Does not ensure safe transfer of gases to outside of vessel

Question asked:
(Privately owned boats only) Should it be Mandatory for a flue to be so constructed as to adequately vent all noxious gases from the accommodation area?

Yes:


71%

No:


28%

Unknown:
1%
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Finding:

The majority of respondents feel this point should be Mandatory.
BSS Section: 

8.2.3

Item: 


Test fitting

Fault Description: 
No test fitting on appliance (post 2nd January 2000)

Question asked:
(Privately owned boats only) Should it be Mandatory for a test fitting to be included with the appliance?

Yes:


42%

No:


53%

Unknown:
5%
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Finding:
Respondents are split fairly evenly here on whether this point should be Mandatory.  Diesel powered craft owners do not feel it should be Mandatory whereas Petrol powered craft owners feel it should.
BSS Section: 

8.4.1

Item: 


Gimballed cooking appliance

Fault Description: 
Not secure at all angles of heel

Question asked:
(Privately owned boats only) Should it be Mandatory that a gimballed cooking appliance is firmly secured such that any accidental spillage of food or liquid is avoided?

Yes:


39%

No:


56%

Unknown:
5%
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Finding:
The majority of respondents do not feel this point should be Mandatory.
BSS Section: 

8.4.2

Item: 


Materials in vicinity of cooking appliance

Fault Description: 
Combustible and not protected as specified

Question asked:
(Privately owned boats only) Should it be Mandatory that a craft constructed after 3rd January 2000 should not have combustible materials close to a cooking appliance which are likely to catch fire?

Yes:


70.5%

No:


26.5%

Unknown:
3%
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Finding:

The majority of respondents feel this point should be Mandatory.
BSS Section: 

8.4.3

Item: 


Combustible and unprotected materials

Fault Description: 
Distance from cooking appliance not as specified (post 2nd January 2000)

Question asked:
(Privately owned boats only) Should it be Mandatory that a craft constructed after 3rd January 2000 should not have combustible materials close to a cooking appliance which are likely to catch fire?

Yes:


69%

No:


27%

Unknown:
4%

[image: image107.wmf]Engine Type

Petrol

Electric

Diesel

Count

1200

1000

800

600

400

200

0

Q8.4.3

No

Yes

 [image: image108.wmf]Licence Type

Gold

EA

BW

Count

1000

800

600

400

200

0

Q8.4.3

No

Yes


Finding:

The majority of respondents feel this point should be Mandatory.
BSS Section: 

8.4.5

Item: 


Curtains

Fault Description: 
Located within 600mm of cooking appliance (post 2nd January 2000)

Question asked:
(Privately owned boats only) Should it be Mandatory for the distance of curtains and other materials to be a specified distance from a cooking appliance for a craft built after 3rd January 2000?
Yes:


61%

No:


36%

Unknown:
3%
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Finding:

The majority of respondents feel this point should be Mandatory.
BSS Section: 

8.5.1

Item: 


Flame supervision device

Fault Description: 
Not fitted to appliance burners, ignition burners & pilot lights (post 2nd January 2000)

Question asked:
(Privately owned boats only) Should it be Mandatory for craft built after 3rd January 2000 to have appliances fitted with a device that prevents gas from escaping should the gas flame be extinguished?
Yes:


83%

No:


14%

Unknown:
3%
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Finding:
The majority of respondents feel this point should be Mandatory.  A lesser proportion of Petrol powered craft do not feel this point should be Mandatory.
BSS Section: 

8.6.1

Item: 


Water inlet to instantaneous water heater

Fault Description: 
Not piped directly from cold water supply

Question asked:
(Privately owned boats only) Should it be Mandatory that the source of water for these devices as being only from the cold water supply to avoid the risk of scalding?

Yes:


40%

No:


56%

Unknown:
4%
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Finding:
Respondents are fairly evenly split on whether this point should be Mandatory. 
BSS Section: 

8.7.3

Item: 


Fuel oil appliance

Fault Description: 
Shut off valve/cock not within the same compartment

Question asked:
(Privately owned boats only) Should it be Mandatory for a fuel oil cut off valve to be located in the same compartment as the appliance and therefore be immediately accessible in the event of a fire?
Yes:


57%

No:


39%

Unknown:
4%

[image: image115.wmf]Engine Type

Petrol

Electric

Diesel

Count

1000

800

600

400

200

0

Q8.7.3

No

Yes

 [image: image116.wmf]Licence Type

Gold

EA

BW

Count

1000

800

600

400

200

0

Q8.7.3

No

Yes


Finding:
The majority of respondents feel this point should be Mandatory.
BSS Section 9 – Pollution

BSS Section: 

9.1.2

Item: 


Sanitation system

Fault Description: 
Sanitary system does not comply with BS MA 101

Question asked:
Should it be Mandatory for a craft built after 16th June 1998 to have sanitation systems that can be switched off or diverted to a holding tank to prevent pollution?
Yes:


66%

No:


30%

Unknown:
4%
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Finding:

The majority of respondents feel this point should be Mandatory.
BSS Section 10 – Hire Boats/New Boats Not Covered by EC Directive


BSS Section: 

10.1.1

Item: 


Life buoy

Fault Description: 
Not provided

Question asked:
Should it be Mandatory for new boats to be fitted with a life buoy?
Yes:


62%


No:


36%

Unknown:
2%
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Finding:
The majority of respondents feel this point should be Mandatory.
BSS Section: 

10.1.2

Item: 


Life buoy

Fault Description: 
Not carried in a readily accessible position

Question asked:
Should it be Mandatory for a life buoy carried on board to be readily accessible at all times when people are on board?
Yes:


62%

No:


36%

Unknown:
2%
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Finding:
The majority of respondents feel this point should be Mandatory.
BSS Section: 

10.2.1

Item: 


Hand/guard rails

Fault Description: 
Not fitted

Question asked:
Should it be Mandatory for new boats to be fitted with hand/guard rails to assist those on board a craft?
Yes:


42%

No:


55%

Unknown:
3%

[image: image123.wmf]Engine Type

Petrol

Electric

Diesel

Count

1000

800

600

400

200

0

Q10.2.1

No

Yes

 [image: image124.wmf]Licence Type

Gold

EA

BW

Count

1000

800

600

400

200

0

Q10.2.1

No

Yes


Finding:
Respondents are split fairly evenly here on whether this point should be Mandatory.  Diesel powered craft owners do not feel it should be Mandatory whereas Petrol powered craft owners feel it should.
BSS Section: 

10.2.2

Item: 


Hand/guard rails

Fault Description: 
Not of adequate strength

Question asked:
Should it be Mandatory for hand/guard rail strength to be specified?
Yes:


34%

No:


63%

Unknown:
3%
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Finding:
The majority of respondents do not feel this point should be Mandatory.  A greater proportion of Diesel powered craft owners do not feel this point should be Mandatory.
BSS Section: 

10.2.3

Item: 


Hand/guard rails

Fault Description: 
Not of adequate length

Question asked:
Should it be Mandatory for the length of hand/guard rails to be specified?

Yes:


20%

No:


77%

Unknown:
3%
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Finding:
The majority of respondents do not feel this point should be Mandatory.  A greater proportion of Diesel powered craft owners do not feel this point should be Mandatory.
BSS Section: 

10.5.1

Item: 


Ventilation labels

Fault Description: 
Not fitted

Question asked:
Should it be Mandatory for labels to be fitted adjacent to ventilation points warning of the dangers of preventing free air circulation?
Yes:


39%

No:


59%

Unknown:
2%
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Finding:
The majority of respondents do not feel this point should be Mandatory.  A greater proportion of Diesel powered craft owners do not feel this point should be Mandatory.
BSS Section: 

10.5.2

Item: 


Ventilation labels

Fault Description: 
Not prominently displayed

Question asked:
Should it be Mandatory for labels warning against the danger of blocking ventilation points to be of a certain size and permanence?
Yes:


29%

No:


68%

Unknown:
3%
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Finding:
The majority of respondents do not feel this point should be Mandatory.  A greater proportion of Diesel powered craft owners do not feel this point should be Mandatory, as do BW licence holders.
BSS Section: 

10.6.1

Item: 


Glass

Fault Description: 
Not to BS 952 Part 1

Question asked:
Should it be Mandatory for new boats to be fitted with glass which meets a certain specification against fracture?
Yes:


59%

No:


39%

Unknown:
2%
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Finding:
The majority of respondents feel this point should be Mandatory.  
BSS Section: 

10.6.2

Item: 


Acrylic/Polycar-bonate Material

Fault Description: 
Not of suitable material

Question asked:
Should it be Mandatory that materials used as alternatives to glass in viewing windows etc meet a certain specification?
Yes:


52%

No:


46%

Unknown:
2%
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Finding:
Respondents are split fairly evenly here on whether this point should be Mandatory.  
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