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part ten
hire boats & safety features

Taughtline Hitch

This Part of the BSS Standards addresses such risks
as falling overboard, sinking and personal injury. The
Standards and associated Check List items shown
here are only Mandatory for hire boats and public
passenger craft carrying less than twelve people.

Hire boat operators must apply all of the following
Check List items. However since each of these
represents best safety practice it is strongly
recommended that all private boat owners follow
them too.
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After passing a boat coming from the opposite direction, a boater was horrified
to turn around and see one of the crew lose his balance and fall overboard.
Quickly knocking the engine into neutral, the boater grabbed his life-buoy and
threw it directly at the man overboard. Unfortunately the man didn't see the
life-buoy coming, and as a result was knocked unconscious when the life ring hit
him. Always shout a warning when throwing a life-buoy, and always make sure it
is thrown to one side of the person in the water. [10.1]

life-buoy

handrails

hull openings
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I.NORMAL LADEN WATER LEVEL

water intakes

ventilation labels

Any openings in the hull must be at least 250mm above the normal laden
water line. However, if this cannot be achieved for, say, a sink outlet, you
should ensure that the outlet pipe within the vessel is watertight to that height
inside the vessel. This will achieve the same objective of preventing water
seeping into the boat. The pipe joints need to be clipped to remain watertight
— push-fit plumbing is not recommended in case it comes apart under
pressure. [10.4]
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unpowered hotel boats

exemptions

Need more help or advice? Refer to Standards 10.1-10.8 in the appendix page 15.
For more technical information refer to:
@ Sl 1999 No. 2721 The Merchant Shipping (Life-Saving Appliances for Ships
other than Ships of Classes Il to VI(A)) Regulations 1999.
PrEN 15085 Man overboard prevention and recovery.
PrEN 11812 Cockpits and cockpit drainage.
BS EN ISO 9093-1 Seacocks and through hull fittings — Part 1: metallic.
PrEN 9093-2 Seacocks — Part 2: Non metallic.
PrEN 12217 Parts 1 — 3 Small Craft — Stability and Buoyancy.
Canal Boatbuilders Association “Code of Practice for Steel Inland Waterways Craft and
Narrowboat Construction”
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