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	Boat Safety Scheme


Self-build Boats – what you need to know

This handout is for those who have acquired or are about purchase a boat shell or ‘sailaway’ for home completion.  

It provides essential guidance covering the various ‘declarations’ to the Recreational Craft Directive (RCD) that may be accepted in support of licensing or registration applications by any of the inland waterway navigation authorities that participate in the Boat Safety Scheme (BSS).  It also provides useful further references.

Check whether your chosen navigation authority participates in the BSS – most do.  If yours does then please read on, and even if it doesn’t you may find the information on how to progress your project useful to know. 

Further information about the RCD is available from the British Marine Federation (BMF) (www.britishmarine.co.uk - click on ‘publications’ then ‘technical’) or the Royal Yachting Association (www.rya.org.uk - search on ‘Technical’).

I wish you every success with your project.

Graham Watts, 

Manager, Boat Safety Scheme
Some common questions and our answers
What is the Boat Safety Scheme (BSS)?
The BSS examination like the vehicle MOT, verifies that specific installations and components in your boat meet the navigation authorities requirements that are there to minimise the risk of fires, explosion or pollution. 
Your boat must comply with the requirements at any time it is on the waterway and the boat must pass an examination before obtaining a navigation authority licence or registration. The BSS standards combine legally required safety requirements and best safety practice advice. They include criteria for boat systems such as fuel systems, electrical installations, inboard and outboard engines, fire protection and appliances.

All complete new boats CE marked to the RCD should already comply with the BSS requirements. Once it is four years old, a BSS examination is required and repeated at least every four years after that. Boats with no gas, electrical or fuel systems are exempt.

I’m considering buying a ‘sailaway’, how should I go about it?

As with most significant purchases doing the groundwork is crucial. We strongly advise you to get assurance that appropriate practices and standards are being applied during construction. Leave nothing to chance, protect yourself by entering an appropriately worded contract such as the BMF’s.  Useful information to help you is available from British Waterways and the Environment Agency (www.waterscape.com) and the BMF (www.boatingadvice.com).

I’ve just bought my ‘sailaway’, how do I get a licence? 

Shell or ‘sailaway’ builders are required by the RCD to provide an Annex IIIa Declaration for part complete boats sold on for completion. This is an important document and by providing it the builder is declaring that at the stage of completion when it left the boatyard it complied with the applicable essential requirements of the RCD, this document should also list the construction standards used.  

For new boats new to the system a suitable builder’s Annex IIIa Declaration should be accepted in support of the first licence or registration application to a navigation authority.  

Ordinarily owners of such craft will need to produce either a valid certificate issued by a BSS Examiner or a suitable full Annex XV Declaration of Conformity for the completed boat in support of the next annual licence application.

OK, it’s on the waterway, what do I do next?

As you have taken on a significant project, planning the development is essential.  If you fail to build your boat appropriately you could place your family at risk and you find yourself in breach of the RCD (when applicable) and BSS requirements.  The best way forward is to ensure that the boat and all its systems (electrical, fuel, gas and fire protection systems, etc.) are installed in accordance both with the latest versions of the international standards (ISO)  and with the equipment manufacturer’s instructions. 

We strongly recommend that you engage the services of a specialist marine surveyor with experience of guiding self-builders to compliance with the RCD.  You may feel confident to tackle the project yourself and whichever choice you make there is information available from the British Marine Federation, Royal Yachting Association and help from specialist surveyors and consultants. As part of this planning process you will need to decide whether or not to CE mark the boat to the RCD.
CE marking to the RCD, do I need to?

If you sell your boat within the first five years you will need to have CE marked it first.  If you build for your own use and don’t put your boat on the market for a five-year period after completion, it’s excluded from the scope of the RCD so you could decide to ignore the directive.  However we recommend that you complete your boat in accordance with the directive because you will gain a number of benefits.  It could add market value to you boat and may certainly be an incentive to the buyer to choose your boat over one that is not CE marked.  CE marking may help achieve an insurance valuation or finance. If circumstances mean that you have to CE mark your boat post-construction (for example if you have to sell for reasons unforeseen), it could be very difficult, and assessment by a third party can be an expensive process at this stage.

What does CE marking involve?

Apart from ensuring best practice in building your boat, when it is fully complete you will need to produce a written Annex XV Declaration of Conformity stating that the boat meets the essential requirements of the RCD.  You will also have developed a Technical File, Owner’s Manual with an Annex XV Declaration of Conformity and applied a Builder’s Plate showing your name (as the builder); the boat design category; the maximum recommended load; the number of persons the boat is designed to carry; and the CE logo.  On the inside of boat and the outside of the transom or stern you will have added a unique Craft Identification Number. (Obtainable from the RYA)

The Annex XV written Declaration of Conformity to the provisions of the RCD should be accepted in support of licence or registration application for the first four years.  A valid certificate issued by a BSS examiner is required once every four years thereafter. 
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