
The Boat Safety Scheme would like you and your crew 
to have a happy and safe time boating, free from 
carbon monoxide (CO) dangers and never having need 
to react to a CO alarm activation!

So please try this self-check, safety quiz.

NB: if you tick any box, you are at risk of CO poisoning!



Have you ever ignored the smell petrol-engine exhaust  
fumes in the cabin space?    I have done this at least once  □

Petrol engines, including generators and outboards, 
produce dangerous levels of CO. Know not to ignore the 
smell of exhaust gases in the cabin - see page 9 of the 
booklet ‘Carbon Monoxide Safety On Boats’

Have you ever used the LPG hob, grill or oven for Have you ever used the LPG hob, grill or oven for 
space heating?         I have done this at least once  □

Appliances consume oxygen; gas cooking equipment cannot 
be used safely for space heating - see page 2 of the 
booklet ‘Carbon Monoxide Safety On Boats’ to learn about  
other factors that can lead to CO

Are your cabin ventilators blocked to prevent draughts?    
YYes to keep warm  □    I have done this previously □

Appliances need adequate ventilation, or they may produce 
CO; know never to block ventilators - see page 10 of the 
booklet ‘Carbon Monoxide Safety On Boats’ for other 
things never to do!





Look after your CO alarm:
 o   Test the alarm when you first board the boat
 o   Test the alarm monthly when the boat is in use 

If your CO alarm goes off - this is what to do:
 o   Open doors, windows and awnings to allow fresh air 
    into the boat
  o   If possible, turn off all fuel burning equipment, such as
    ovens, heaters and engines as you leave
 o   Get off the boat as safely and quickly as you can
 o   Make sure you find out the source of the problem 
    and have a qualified person fix any engine or appliance 
    faults before using them again  

Do you suspect you are suffering from carbon monoxide 
poisoning – this is what you should do:poisoning – this is what you should do:
Understand that the following symptoms could be 
caused by carbon monoxide poisoning:

If you, or your crew feel ill on your boat, but feel fine ashore, 
you need to check this out. If you think you are suffering 
carbon monoxide poisoning, contact your doctor, or if the 
symptoms are severe, get to A&E. Let the medics know you 
suspect carbon monoxide poisoning.suspect carbon monoxide poisoning. They can do a blood 
or breath test to check you are OK.

Find out more at www.boatsafetyscheme.org/co
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